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The Fruit of Righteouſneſs is 7 i | 
| Peace of them that make Peace. 


wn propoſed, to male aſt of 
theſe words as a Character, a 
Criterion, à Note or Mark of 
difference and diſtinction: And 
that not only of Perſons in 
che ſingle Capacities, but chiefly of Chur- 
ches. For we find the great enquiry of Chri- 
ſtendom is, which is the true Church. The 
Romiſh they pretend that they are it: and 
they will tell us, that there is no Salvation 
out of their Church. A very great Aſſuming, 
and Taking upon themſelves. I would not 
run into other Arguments, but let us judge 
by this Temper recommended in the Text, 
which is likely to be the true Church. If they 
do make uſe of the Name and Credit of Re- 
| ligion for inhumane and cruel Practiſes, 


A2 wy | then 


n 


then this Character doth not belong to them. 1 


own it. 


Let us try A Me that: And, 
Ir che ti 


way Prop r Fi (ot 


Swprd.” , 328 by woful Experience it hath 
been found, that that which hath been 
done under that Title of extirpating Here- 
tical Pravity, of which they take tothem- 
ſclves the Cogniſance and Judgment, hath 


proved the moſt fiery and incendiary Prin- 


- ciple that ever was in the World. Farther, 
They do not account themſelves bound to 
keep Faith and Truth with Hereticks. They 


fy, that by Hereſies, Men loſe all their 


right to Truth. Whereas we know that 
keeping our Word is the Foundation of all 
Converſe. For what is one Man to another, 


more than his Word? If Men be not true 


to their Word and Promiſe, by which Men 
are ſure of Perſons, and Things, all Con- 


verſe is to little purpoſe, if not for the 
worſe. 


Farther, they Kenfific; by their Metin 
of Religion, Treachery, Falſhood and 


Perfidiouſneſs, Murther, Maſſacre, bloody 
and cruel Practiſes: and all this to ext irpate 
Hereſie (as they call it) to plant Religion, 
and bring Men into their Church. But 


how this agrees with the Character given 
of Religion in the Text, and the intent 


and — of it, let RP Man judge. 55 
3 11 7 


ty, by what theſe Men Say, end Do, one 
would think that Hell it ſelf were broken 
looſe, and come up into the World. 80 
unlike it is to New Feruſalem that ſhall. 
come down from above. Yet this is that 
Religion which they practiſe, and which 
they own in their Principles. And be- 
cauſe, I am upon a material point, I will 
ive you a few Inſtances, by which it will 
pear, that what | have ſaid is true. Henry 
the Third King of France was baſely mur- 
thered by Clement. Henry the Fourth by 
Ravilacs And ſee how theſe Practices took 
zanong them. Pope Pius the Fifth that was 
then alive, applauded the Fact of Clement; 
and reckons it as glorious a Work as God's 
ending the Meſſiah into the World, or 
niſing him from the dead: That a Religious 
Perſon ſhould do ſuch an Act, for the In- 
tereſt, Service, and Advantage of the Chureh: 
Becauſe it was done in the Defence of the 
Holy League, which was indeed nothing 
but Rebellion and Irreligion. * W.5 
John Huſs, and Ferom of Prague were 
burnt for Hereticks, notwithſtanding the 
Safe Conduct that was promiſed them. But 
they did all agree, that the Emperor could 
not give Safe Conduct to ſuch Hereticks, 
and that no Faith ought to be kept with 
them. In this Cafe, we may uſe the Words 
of good old Jacob, Gen. 49. 6. Simeon 
f and 


* 
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and Levi are Brethren, Inſtruments of co. 
elty are in their habitation. O my Soul 
come not thou into their ſecret, unto thei- 
aſſembly, mine honour, be not thou united, 
Corſed be their anger, for it was fierce, and 
their wrath, for it was cruel, &c. In Mat- 
ters of Good and Evil, Men ought to be 
governed by the Reaſon of Things, or by 
plain and expreſs Texts of Scripture. But 
theſe Men do teach us, as Gideon was 
faid to teach the Men of Smccorh : Judg. 
8. 16. With Thorns and Briars of the 
. wilderneſs : with theſe he taught the Men 
of Succoth. Or as Foab did, 2 Sam. 13. 
31. He brought forth the People that 
were taten; and put them under Saws, 
and under Hows of Iron, and under Axes 
of Iron, and made them paſs through the 
Briek-Kiln, &c. Theſe are the Men that 
. fulfil what is written by the Author to 
the Hebrews, chap. 11. of Men of their 
Spirit and Temper, that uſed thoſe Men 
of whom the World was not worthy, af- 
ter this manner : Some were ſtoned, others 
were ſawn aſunder, were tempted, were ſlain 
_ with the Sword, and made to wander about 
in Sheep>skins, and Goats-skins, being de- 
ſtitute, afflicted tormented, Theſe Men of 
whom the World was not worthy, bad 
tryal of cruel mockings and ſcourgings, ye 
of bonds and impriſonments. All theſe 
8 things 


things are verified of 1 that Ton 

been perſecuted by the Roman Church : the 
15 genſes and the Maldenſes; of whom 
3 were murthered for their Con- 
ſciences toward God. 

I might alſo inſtance in their manner of 
converting the Indians and Natives; and 
tell you ſuch lamentable Stories, that would 


even pierce the Heart of any Man to hear 


them. But to come near home: Their 


Maſſacre of Paris, accompanied with ſuch. 


Cruelty and Barbarity, as Words can hard- 
ly expreſs. Never was it known in the 
World, that Men ſhould all on a ſudden, 
riſe up againſt their Neighbours among 
whom, they lived in peace ; and without 


any provocation, or wrong done to them, 


to riſe up and deſtroy ſo many thouſands, 
upon the ſcore of Religion and Conſcience, 


as they did here, and in Ireland, The Re. | 


lation of both which ; is extant. 


But laſtly, their Deſign all along and 
continued ractice among us, in the Days 
of Queen Mary and Elizabeth. In the 


former of whoſe Reign, Who is ignorant 


of the havock they made upon good and 


innocent Men, haling them not only to 
Priſons, but to the Stake, becauſe they 


could not worſhip a piece of Bread, for 


God > And what they are now 2 doing 
God mw knows; tho'! in ſoine meaſure their 
| Inten- 


Hecht fonle have deen diſcovered bes _ 
tions. Alas! what have theſe Men to dg 
with our Faith in God? 1s it any wrong ty 
them, that we have Faith in God according 
as we find cauſe to believe? Is it not enough 
that we do approve our Conſciences to God, 
and to receive from God what he hath fpo- 
ken? Is this all to no purpoſe, unleſs we 
will comply with their Novel Creeds, none 
of which were known 1n the Days of the 
Apoſtles, nor for ſeveral hundreds of Years 
after? I ſay, what juſt cauſe of provocation 
do the Reformed Religion give to theſe Po- 
piſſi Spirits: That becauſe Proteſtants can. 
not believe as the Popiſh Church doth, but 
are guided by Reaſon and Scripture; the 
moſt Sacred Things in the World ; the one 
being the Light of God's Creation, and the 
other the Revelation and reſult of his Will: 
Becauſe we cannot practiſe contrary to theſe, 
nor otherwiſe than our Judgments and Con- 
ſciences allow of ; therefore are we uſed, 
as they in Daniel by Nebuchadne Eur, thrown 
into the fiery Furnace, and perſecuted with 
Plunders, Maſſacres, and what the malice of 
theſe Men can invent. Is this any Religi- 
gious Motion think you? which always 
ought to be in obedience to God, and accor- 
ding to knowledge. If this be a heavy 
charge, [ appeal to Thoſe that know er geh 
8 e 
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beſt, whether I charge them with any thing 


that is not apparently True. 
But let us for a while Reaſon with theſe 


'Men, concerning theſe Principles, and 


Practiſes. And I ask them ſoberly, is this 


like the Religion of him that came to ſeek 
and toſave that which was loft, and that 
_ prayed for his murtherers, Father forgiue 
them, they know not what they do ? And 
St. Stephen the firſt Martyr, he wrote after 


his copy, Lord, lay not this Sin to their 


charge. Is this the Religion of him who re- 


buked his Diſciples for calling for Fire from 
Heaven, to deſtroy them that did not fol- 


low them? They did not think of Making 


a Fire to do it; but they flew to Heaven 
for vengeance: It muſt be Fire from thence, 


and not of their kindling. And then, what 


was the cauſe? It was for an Affront put 
upon our Saviour himſelf, which, ifany 


thing, would have juſtified them. But our 


Saviour Rebukes them, and tells them that 
they knew not what Spirits they were of; 


and expreſſy declares to them, that his co- 


ming into the Worldwas to ſave Mens Lives, 
and not to deſtroy them. And they which 
carry on our Saviour's work, and are ated 


| by a Goſpel Spirit, they do the like. Was 


this Spirit of Popery learnt of the bleſſed 
Jeſus, that was Meek and lowly in Heart, 


and bid us Learn of him to be ſuch ? Is it 
1 1 1 


4 | nt rather the Spirit and work of him, that 4 
goeth about like a roaring Lyon, Seeking 
whom he may devour ? This indeed is like 


— —— —„—-—— owns \ 


the work of him that was a Murtherer from 


the beginning. Is this the fruit of that 
Religion, that allows no evil in any caſe 
_ whatſoever? that requires patient bearing 
of Wrongs, and, doing Good for Evil? 
That if our Enemy hunger requires us to feed 
him, and if he thirſt to bas, 
to win and overcome by Gentleneſs, and 
| heaping coals of fire upon our Enemy's head: 


im Drink, and 


And doing as God himſelf,, who cauſeth his 
Sun to ſhine on the Evil and the Good, and 
ſendeth Rain on the juſt and unjuſt ; and 


that is kind to the unthankful and to the 


Evil? Are theſe the fruits of the Spirit, 
which are ſo famouſly deſcribed Gal. 5. 22. 
and Col 3. 12. Love, joy, peace, long-ſufte- 
ring, patience, Kc. And then the Apoſtle 
chargeth us to Forgive one another, even as 
God for Chriſt's ſake hath Forgiven us. 
And this was the Life of our Saviour. He 
went avout doing good, healing the Sick, com- 
forting the Diſconſolate, and Inſtructing the 
Ignorant, and Reclaiming the Diſobedient, 


and bringing them to the wiſdom of the 


juſt. This was the work and buſineſs of 
our Bleſſed Saviour, all the time he lived 
in the World; and this is that which he 


expects from his Followers. So that I may 


truly 


18 I * 
truly fay, Chriſtianity is the beſt Princls le 
of Kindneſs that ever came into the World: 
But oft it cometh to paſs that the corrupti- 
on of the beſt proves the worſt. And this I 
| have obſerved, that where Modeſty, and 
Loving Affection, are the Natural Doury; 
there 1n the Degenerate State is the great- 
eſt Impudence and Cruelty. It hath been 
long obſerved, that Faction and miſtaken 
Zeal, are a "kind of Wild-fire. The more 
falſe any one is in his Religion, the more 
Fierce and Furious: the more miſtaken, 
the more Impoſing. The more any Man's 
Religion is his n, the more he is concer. 
ned for it, but cool and indifferent enough 
for that which i is God's 

[ will give you a few Inſtances to ſhew 
ou the Truth of this: That the more 
Falſe any Man's Religion 1s, the more Furi- 
ous he will be in maintaining it. Aﬀs 23. 
12. we read of ſome Men, that out of 
their great Zeal for the Mofaical Law, 
_ banded together and bound themſelves with 
an Oath, That they would neither eat nor 
drink, till they had killed Paul. And 1 
Kings 18. we read of ' BaaPs Prieſts, how 
that they cut themſelves after their manner, 
with Knives and Lances, till the Blood 
guſhed out upon them, and cryed from Mor- 
ning to Evening, O Baal, hear us, &c. 

In like manner we read of the worthip- 
9 - alone . 
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pers of Diens, AR 19. that they were e full 
of wrath and . crying out, Great 
i Diana of the Fobeſians. Allo we read of 
Balaam the falle Prophet, Numb. 23. how 
he built Altars, and offered Sacrifice from 
one place to another, thinking by theſe to 

bribe God; and at laſt built ſeven Altars, 
and prepared ſeven Bullocks and ſeven 
Rams, hoping by theſe to effect his Deſign, 
So likewiſe we read of thoſe that burnt in. 
cenſe to the Queen of Heaven, Jer. 44. 17. 
They confeſs this Practiſe of burning In- 
cenſe to the Queen of Heaven, and ſerving 
other Gods, whom neither they nor their 
Fathers had known. And theſe furious 
Zealots do ſuch things. in purſuit of their 
Devotion, that the Reaſon of Mankind con- 
demned. They made a Religion tothemſelves, 
and then did ſuch things in purſuance of 
their wild and bloody Devotion, as the very 
Reaſon of Mankind ſtartled at; as you may 
ſee Jer. 32. 35. They made their Sans and 
their Daughters to paſs through the fire unto 
Moleck. A thing which God commanded 


them not, neither came it into his Mind, 


Exel. 8. 13, 14. &c. You read of ſeveral 
Abominations committed by the Children of 
Iſrael, which were Repreſented to the Pro- 
Phet in the Dark, Theſe Men even ſpoiled 
the good Nature they were born with, by 


cruel Practice; and they became the worle 
(cr their Religion. 5 
DD 


IR ** Q b 9 2 — — 
= * ” ; 
a P bf , 
1 ö f | 
- F 4 . * : 
, q ? | 
* . 3 ; | 
3 


I do conclude, that far better is Nature 


Ant, take it as it is, than that Religion, 


which is Inſincere and Falſe. I ſay it a- 
gain, better Nature alone, though Deba- 
ſed, Abuſed, and Neglected, the very re- 

ſuſe of God's Creation; than that Religi- 


on, which is Falſe and Inſincere. For i- | 


fotle, who is credible in matters of Na- 
ture and Reaſon, he hath obſerved, that 
Man by his Nature and Conſtitution, is 
z Mild and Gentle Creature; fitted for 
Converſe, and delighting in it. Certainly 
were 1 to take an Eſtimate of Chriſfmity, 
either from Popery, or any of the groſs 
Superſtitions of the World, and the affe&- 
ed modes of Perſons, I would return to 
Philoſophy again, and let Chriſtianity 
alone. For Philoſophy ſo far as it goes 
is Sincere and True, and attains good Ef- 
fects: It molifies Mens Spirits, and rids 
them of all Barbarity. True indeed, it 
is ſhort of Supernatural Revelation, and 
theſe things the Princes of the World did 
not know ; as we read, 1 Cor. 2. 14. be- 
cauſe they are Spiritually diſcerned, that 
is, (according to the Senſe of the Text) 
they are known only by Revelation 
from God. For he there doth give an 
account, that as no Man knows the things 
of a Man but the Spirit of a Man which 
is in him; fo no Man knows the things of 
God, but the Spirit of God. That is, the 
| „ 17 275 . reſults 
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reſults of hy Divine Will are not known 


ynleſs they be Revealed by the Spirit oß 
God. This is the true meaning of this 
Text; and it is ill brought to prove, that 


bo Man! in the uſe of Reaſon and natural 


Light, cannot underſtand ought that be- 
longs to his Salvation, or the Senſe of any 
Text of Scripture. Lam very confident, 
the Apoftle never {ays nor means any ſuch 
thing. But as the Secrets of a Man are 
known only to the Man himſelf, till he 
doth reveal them ; ſo the Secrets of Gol 
are kflow only to God, till God reveal 
them; and till then we are not charged 


with them. For Negative Infidelity damns 


no Man. But thoſe that are acted by the 
Spirit of Popery, do corrupt the Word of 
God, as the Apoſtle ſays, 2 Cor. 2. 17. 
They make the Word of God to ſerve 
Ends and Purpoſes, as the Apoſtle faith, 
2 Pet. 1. 3. They make Merchandiſe of 
the Word of God, and make Gain their 
Godlineſs. That is, they gain Power and 
Wealth, and live in Pomp: Theſe are the 
Ingredients that make up their Religion. 
Bur ſince they do Uſurp upon us, we will 
put in theſe few Material Exceptions againſt 
them; and will ſhew wherein the Popiſh and 
Reformed Church differ. 

Firſt, They impoſe upon our Belief 
things contrary to Reaſon, Self. inconſiſtent 
and Incongruous. 


Second 


uon What of Truth ee ine 


ledge, they make Void and Elude, by Qua- 
lifications, ano. Limitations and 


Diſtinctions. 
Thirdly, They ſuperad to Religion, things 


unlikely to be True, Diſhonourable to 


Humane Nature, and without all warrant 


from God. 
Tourchly and Laſtly, They: Fruſtzate the 


Eſeds of real Religion, by their pretence 
of Power and Privelege. 


Firſt, They confound the Reaſon of our 


Minds, by Abſurdities, Incongruities, and 
lapoling upon our Belief things 1 


to be faid of any Religion: yer I will make 
it evidently to appear, and go no farther 


than the monſtrous Doctrine of Tranſub- 
ſantiation, which if we do admit, we muſt 
bid farewel to all our natural Sentiments. 
Reaſon muſt then be laid aſide, and ſhall be 
no Judge hereafter. We muſt then give 
the Lye to the Report of our Senſes. And 


if we do this, how ſhall we think that God 


made our Faculties True? But if God did 


not make my Faculties True, I am abſo- 
lutely Diſcharged from all Duty to God, 
and Regard to his Commands, becauſe I 


have no Faculty that can reſolve me that 


this is of God. Now if I may not believe 
the Reaſon of * Mind, in conjunction 
„„ 


mpoſſible 
and Inconſiſtent. Theſe are . things 


I  _ 


with thee or four of 1 dy "Sie! bow 
I know any thing to be this or that? Au 
if 1 do not know any thing to be True 9 

Good, I am not obliged, as to pri 

tice. And if God do require Duty of me 
he uſeth Power againſt Right, and calls me 
to give an Assi, when it was not poſſi 
ble for me to know his Mind in any this 

Therefore, I ſay, Tranſubſtantiation doth 

confound the Reaſon of our Mind, by 

Abſurdities, and impoſing upon our Belief, 
things that are impoſable, and repugnant 
to our Senſes.” | 

Secondly, They make Void, what they 

1 acknowledge to be True, by Diſ- 
tinctions, Evaſions, Limitations, 'Gloſſts 
Comments, Explications. And to make 

this out I will Inſtance in fix things. 

'- T/t. Their Doctrine of Probability. If 
Man can find any Doctor among them that 
held ſuch an Opinion, it makes that Doe. 
trine 5 . 

24ly. The Point of Mental Reſery ation 
'You eannot know their Minds by what 
they ſay, becauſe you do not know what 
they reſerve in their Minds. So that what 
they ſay may be but half what they mean. 
3a. The Trick of Directing the Inten- 
tion. By this they may murther a Man, 
ſo they do not intend to murther him, but 


to rid themſelves of an Enemy. They 
| muy 


7 ou delle that which is PR wh deny 
that which is True, becauſe they intend 
the Credit of their Church and Religion 
me and this Intention (hall excuſe them from 
me down-right Falſhood. rs Ii 
iy li The practiſe of Equivocation is too 
ing well known among tem. 
oth ll thh. Their way of Evaſion by having 
bY a Double Senſe. Whereas no Man ought to 
>, uſe Wit or Parts, to impoſe upon another, 
ant or to wake a Man believe that which they 
do not mean. In treating one with another, 
e we ought to take care, that there be a Rigit 
. Underſtanding between both Parties, and 
es, that each do underſtand one another's Mean- 
ke ing. And in caſe there be a Miſtake herein, 
we ought to releaſe one another: for he 
Agreement is only in what we meant and 
at intended ; not in that wherein they did not 
. conſent. and agre. 
Sthly. Their Shift of Hyppcticical Pro. 
n. locution. That is, to uſe Words of ſucha 
at Sound when they do not intend ſuc ha 
at thing by them, as a Man would think they 
a f did. Now all: theſe- are - contrary to the 
Simplicity, and plain- heartedneſs that ought 
to be in our Converſe one with anothet; I 
will not farther explain theſe things, becauſe 
they are abominable: and I would not teach 
any Man to be diſhoneſt. For they are of 
fuch a Nature, that if you ſpeak to them, 


4 RET = 18 ;, By | 
you teach them; and if you declare them, 
len may learn them, But, 
"Thirdly, They ſuperad things unlike to bs 
True, and diſhonourable to Cod. And this 
T will make appear in three things. 
© 1ſt. Their uſe of Images in the Worlkiy 
of God. How far better than this is that 
which we find among the Philoſophers, 
God, ſay they, is to be worſhipped by Puri: 
- of Mind; becauſe a Spirit is beſt ac: 
knowledged by the Reaſon of Man's Un- 
| — and the Thought of his Heart. 
For this is the Worſhip moſt ſuitable to an 
Immaterial Being; and it is the Uſe of that 
in us, which is the higheſt and nobleſt of 
our Faculties. For the Spirit in Man is 
the Candle of the Lord, Uphred by God, 
and a Light to direct us unto him : 3 as we 
read Act 17. 27. | 
2aly. The Veneration of Reliquee. Avery 
vain hang: For there can be no Certainty 
at this diſtance of time what they are; 
and if they were what they are taken for to 
be, what is due to them? For inanimate 
things are far inferiour to thoſe that have 
Life: And we read that the leſs is Bleſſed 
of the greater, Heb. 7. 7. And Solomon 
ſaith, Eccl. g. 9. That a living Dog is bet- 
ter than a — Lyon. And, for the Li- 
ving to worſhip things that are Dead, is al- 
| ir irrational and unaccountable. And 


for 


the Man Chriſt Jeſus, 


* 19 > is 
for the worſhipping of Fore and: Fellow 


Creatures, which is tze 


3d Thing, Why ſhould any Man fo 88055 | 


titute himſelf--ag to worſhip theſe? tam 
ſure God would not have us do ſo: He would 

not have us adore any Creature. For as the 
Apoſtle reaſons, Col. 2. 18, It is but a 
how of Homiliry to worſhip. Angels, and 
they are in the higheſt Rank of Creatures. 
And if they are not to be worſhipped: (as it 
is. plain from Reu. 22. 9. they are not) 
then ſurely none below them: And God 
hath declared, that there is but one God, 

and one Mediatour between ars Man, 


1 
* 


Fourthly, They fruſtrate he Effect of | 


Real Religion by their pretence to Power 
and Privilege. That is, they pretend to 


make that Lawful which is not Lawful. 
Rellarmine ſaith, That the Pope may declare 


Vertue to be Vice, and Vice Vertue. 
By this PraQiſe they can turn Attrition into 
Contrition, that is, They can make ſuch a 
Conſternation of Mind, as fell upon Judas, 
when he went and hanged himſelf, by the 
Prieſts abſolution to be Contrition; that is, 
change it into the notion of true Repen- 
tance. And alſo bodily Penance inſtead of 
an inward Change of the Mind. They 


pound to work pics Effects by Virtue 
G 54 2:6 
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Holy Water and che Croſs. They pretend 


the Efficacy of Indulgencies, for the Par- 
don of Sin: The Power of Abſolving Men 


from Oaths and Obligations: All which 


are things unaccountable. There are three 
great Deſigns in Popery, and I will tell you 
ww they are. 
1. To keep the Civil ger. in Awe. 
2dly. To maintain the ergy in State 
and Honour. 
3dly. To keep the People i in Totvrape 
and ſo to enſlave them, and diſable them 
to ſee or know. Theſe are three great 
things in Popery. If any of you deſire 
any of theſe three things, Popery is for 


Four Turn; but if yoo would maintain 


the Honour and Privilege of Human Na- 
ture, then you muſt give youu Teſtimony 
agaibſt It, 

But in true Religion ters is nothing 
which the Reaſon of Mankind can chal 
lenge or object againſt : nothing wherein 
the Reaſon of Mankind may not have ſo 
good an account, ſo as to have Satisfaction. 
And to declare the plain Truth. I do 
vot at all underſtand that there is any Reli- 
gion farther than that which is owned a- 
mong Proteſtants. What they have more 
among the Papiſts is accommodated to ſerve 
Ends and Purpoſes. The moſt Learned a- 
mogg the . of Rome Ma” the 
»»! Material 
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Materials of - our Religion to be true. As 
for the Ignorant, they are of no conſidera- 
tion in point of Judgment; no more than 
the Opinion of a blind Man in point of 
Colours, or of a deaf Man as to Sounds.” 
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for it in the "Wor? of God. 1 will, add to 
what he ſaid, That there is as little ground 
for it in the Principles of God's Creation, 
or in that which we enn Natural Religion. 
Now I come to give you an account of 
the Reformed Church. And I will fay con- 
cerning it, That it doth neither Perſecute, 
nor hold any Principle of Diſturbance, but 
maintain Principles of Peace. If any Man 
in the Reformed Church do, I muſt declare 
that it is the Fault of particular Parties, 
and not to be charged upon the Reformed 
Church. And to make this appear, I will 
begin with what the Church of England 
declares: and 1 had beſt for that quote ſoms 
of the Homilies, of which there is one 


concerning Contention and Strife, and par- 


ticularly that which is occaſioned by Prin- 
ciples of Religion. The Words are theſe: 
* It is far better and more worthy for an 


< one to give place to another, and let his 


* Argument * than to win the Victory 
x " "wa 
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with, 3 Charity. An excellent 


determination, which you hall find in the 
HFHomilyagainſt Strife and Contentiôn. Then 
for the Ancients; I will quote Fou Wo 
| three Sayings of their. 

Tis, . faith one, Unnatural to Religion 
to be forced for a Man's Religion muſt 
be choſen. St. Auſtin gives this account 
of the Circumcellions, the worſt ſort of 
Donatifts.,, | Saith he, * | We bring theſe 
before the Civil Ma- 

« giſtrate, not becauſe Non eg prtendum_ 6 


Imperatoribus, ut i ſam He. 
« they err in matters „ehm juberint omnino nn 


cc of F aith, but. be-. eſſe penam conſtit nendo eis 


Jui in illa eſſe voluiſſent : 
A cauſe they perſe- ſed hoc pot ius conſt ituerunt, 


66 ute and are trou- ut eorum: furioſas violentiag 


| ” non pate rentur qui verita. 
bleſome to right en Carboſſcam tel pretices 


« Believers. They rent loquend0, vel legerent 


bo 


brought. them before conftituendo, Aug. Ep. 50, 
the a Nears. to re Oe Oe] FE 

ſtrain their violence ; not to compel them 
to believe. Thus St. Auſtin. And indeed 
-there needs nothing to promote Religion, 


but gentle and friendly ways. For in point 


of Natural Religion (which takes in Sobri- 
ety, Righteouſneſs, and Piety) you may 
ealily ſatisfie any Man by Reaſon. For no 
Man is in any thing more certain, than 
that he ought to be Sober and Temperate; 
than that he ought to deal Rightevuſly, and 
fo as he would be dealt by ; and that he 


ought 
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ought to carry himſelf equally and'Girly, . 
100 that he ought to Fear and Reverence 


the Deity: for theſe are the! Dictates of 


Natural Light. And therefore" if w 


will ſbeu our ſelves to be Men, we muſt 
live in the practice of theſe Prineiples and 


comply with them. And then for other 


Matters, Matters of Revealed Religion and 
Truth; in theſe, we are perſwaded by the 
Word of God; by the Reaſon of the 
Things themſelves in-mattersof the former 
ſort; and by the Revelation of God's 

Word, in the latter. And if the Spirit of 
God doth not ſatisfie, and perſwade the 
Mind of Man to receive and entertain theſe, 

as they are here declared ; then there is no 
poſſibility of making this Man to become 
a Chriſtian. For you cannot force Chriſti- 
anity ; becauſe it is matter of Supernatural 
Revelation : here you cannot convince Men 
by Reaſon, which is the _ way to deal 
with Men in other matters. And-ſo the 
Apoſtle hath told us: becauſe theſe are the 

Reſults of God's Will, therefore it follows 
that they are only knowable by God's Re- 
velation of them to us, 1 Cor. 2. 11. As 
no man knows the things of a man but the 
ſpirit of a man which is in him, ſo no man 


 knows- the things of God but the ſpirit of 


God, and he to whom _ Spirit will reveal 
them. 3 | e 
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Now I will give you an Account of the = 


"Mi 


main Principles of the Reformed Religion * 


what it doth Maintain, Allow, Defend a ' 


Practice: And lay it out in Eight Parti. 


culars. 


1. The Reformed Religion doth allow 
and maintain the Worſhip of God, and all 
the Offices in Religion, to be performed in 
the Vulgar Tongue : So that Knowledge and 
Devotion may be had and promoted. 


2. The Reformed Religion doth own the 
Free Uſe of Scripture, both in Publick and 
Private; and call upon Men to do as our 
Saviour adviſeth ; wiz. To ſearch the 


Scriptures, for by them we hope to find E. 


ternal Life. For theſe are they which 


make the Man of God perfe&, and richly 
furniſh him for every good Work; and by 
theſe we are able to render a Reaſon of the 
Hope that is in us. 5 | 


3. The Reformed Church doth hold that 
the Scripture is the -only Rule of Faith: 
And therefore Traditions, Counſels and 
Fathers, and the Writings of Learned Men, 
are only to be uſed as Helps, the better to 
underſtand the Scripture : But they are not to 
be look d upon as any Rule of Faith; but 


in this caſe we ſay, as the Apoſtle, F I, on 


an 
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in Angel from Heaven preach any or her 
Dactrinè than that which we haut delivered 


unto you," let him be Accurſed. It is well re- 


| ſolved by St. Auſtin, who faith, if any one 


of us offet that which is not in Scripture, 
any Man that hears, hath mote Authority 
to Refuſe, than the other hath ts De- 
dare. But ini eee we find Twelve Næm 
Articles at once impoſed upon us. 
4. We of the Proteſtant Religion do 
aſſert, that every one hath the Right of 
his Private Judgment. But we do advife, 
that to the end Men may be able to di- 


ſtinguiſh between Good and Evil, Truth 


and Falſhood ; they make themlelves ca- 
pable of this Right by Prayer and. Meditas. 
tion, and diligent Search, and Conference, 
and other Helps of Knowledge. Adviſing 
Men to be Modeſt, Humble, Sober a 
Temperate: And to lay aſide all Fond. 
neſs and Partiality of ſerving Ends, when 
they come to read the Scripture :; Saying; 


as Auſtin once did, When you take up 
the Bible to read, you muſt not ſeek there 


for an Argument to confirm your Opinion, 


but reſolve to entertain thut Opinion which 


the Text doth dire& and warrant. Now 
the Romaniſts tell us of what great Acqui- 


ſition they have made, how many they 
have brought to their Church, by their _—_ | 


4 
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of Force and Violence; and particularly 
they brag. of what they have done in the 
Indies. For which I ſhall quote you the 
[Teſtimony of a great 4hbor, that was then 
à Biſhop among them: his Words aretheſe, 
„Who after a brutiſn manner drive Peo- 
ple to Baptiſm, as Men drive Beaſts to 
e watering, and Butcher far more than 
« they Baptiſe. | 


35. We do declare, That the Teachers 

, of the Church ought wot to be Di#ators, 
or Maſters of Mens Faith; but Helpers 
i of Mens Faith; for they are not to male 
Religion, but to ſhew it. They do not take a- 

way the Key of Knowledge from the Peo- 

ple, as our Saviour chargeth the Phariſees, 

Luke 11. 22. Or as St. Auſtin faith, they do 

not command Faith in Men, upon peril of 
Damnation, to ſhew their Superiority, or 
to practice as Governours : but they do ap- 

pear in the good Office of Direction, and 
giving Men Counſel, *Tis not Pride of 

: Ruling and ſhewing Power, but out of 

" Compaſſion to lead People into the Way of 
Truth, and to recover them out of Error 


ee We tell People that the Seripture 

- is clear, and full, and perſpicuous in all 
things neceſſary, as to all matters of _w 
Lo 5 „ 


„ 

and Practice. So that if Peopl = be well 
minded, and uſe Diligelars} 9 they 5 | 
eaſily underſtand, and be ſatisfied. 

never teach them to reſign up themſelves 
to Others, nor to believe as others do 
blindfold, to believe as the Church belives. 
'Tis true, to give you a little Account of 
this, chere are in the Bible things of a very 
different Nature. 

There are Matters of Antient Record), 
the Hiſtory of former Times: 5 and theſe 
things were far better known then, n 
they are now, at this diſtance of time. 
There are in the Scripture things elite 
are wholly expired, and out of date, arid 
ſo of lefs uſe to us, as the whole Mofal. 
cal Diſpenſation. 

There are in Scripture — of pra. 
pheſie, fitted for thoſe times; which they 
did far better underſtand, chan we do now: 
and wherein they were far more concerned 
than we are. For they are Tranſact ions 
partly of things per formed, which when 
fulfilled were beſt underſtood. 

And there are Matters of deep Philoſs- 
by, as alſo Matters of - Philology ; 1 theſe 
| do not helong to the OUT of Religi- 
on. 

And Laſtly, There i is the Moral part 
of Religion, and our Saviour's Doctrine; 
and in theſe two our Religion. conſiſts: 
D 2 . and; 
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and theſe are eaſily learnt and underſtood. 
-I ay, the Moral Part of Religion, and the 
Doctrine of our Saviour, which are eafie 
to be underſtood. Arid for the other Parts 
of - Scripture, they are not of ſuch concern 
to the Community of Mankind, And if 
we do not fully underſtand them, we are 
ſafe enough; if ſo be we are brought to 
real Goodneſs and Vertue, and to believe 
in God through Jeſus Chriſt. | 


5. The Reformed Church doth not de- 
ceive Men by any ways of Fraud and Fal- 
ſbood. Thoſe of the Romiſb Church, that 
hold the Doctrine of Implicit Faith, and the 
Doctrine of Merit, and teach that Maſſes 
ought to be ſaid to relieve Souls in Purga- 
tory Theſe Impoſtors and Cheats we put 
upon none. Indeed we do allow Implicit 
Faith in God, where we cannot certainly 
underſtand what his meaning is, in any 
particular Text. That is, we do believe 
that what the Divine Spirit meant by theſe 
Words is true; and when it doth appear 
_ unto us, we will receive and admit it. And 
this Faith we allow. 5 20500 
But an Implicit Faith in Men, or in the 
Church, this is Popery. We deal honeſtly 
with Men, for we plainly declare to Men, 
that without perſonal Holineſs they cannot 
ſee the Face of God: according as the 
| Apoſtle 
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Apoſtle ſaith, Heß. 12. 14. and Erb. 4. 
23 That we muſt be renewed in the 25 
of our Minds. This we declare and incul- 
cate, and admoniſh Men about the, Effects 
of Regeneration, and the Motion of true 
Godly Repentance, and turning from Sin to 


God. As alſo put Men in mind, upon all 


occaſions, that this is a Probation State, and 
that Men are here to be fitted and qualified 
for the State of Glory and Immortality. 
And that Men ought to lead Chriſtian 


Lives, and not to refer themſelves to a 


Death · bed Repentance, which is very ha- 
zardous and uncertain: For how can Men 
get Knowledge all in a Moment? Is {the 
time of Sickneſs 2 time for Men to learn ? 
When Men ſhould come to Practiſe, is thay 
2 time to be Taught 2? when Men are 
put upon the very laſt nick of acting. 
Or to get themſelves releaſed from long 


and naughty Habits all on a ſudden ; 
and the Faculties releaſed from ſuch 


Inclinations ; when as the Prophet tells 
us, that it is next to waſhing the Black- 
moor white, for Men that have been ac- 
cuſtomed to do Evil, to do well. So 
that we deal honeſtly and uprightly with 
Men, telling them, as they expect to 
be Happy hereafter, in this State to ac- 
on themſelves with neceflary Know- 
ledge, and to get themſelves 8 
= rom 
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from: 411 3 Habits, which: dun nt 
be eaſie to do upon a Sick: bed; eſpeci. 
ally if Men have long abuſed men 
—_— ul Ut, Cuſtom, and Practice. 


ol We. 40 reſolve, that all they wi 
ab agree in the main Points + Rex 
hgion, may look upon theinſelves - ag 
Members of the ſame Church, notwith: 
ſtanding any different Apprehenſions in 
other Matters. And this is a Principle 
of Peace and Charity; and this Know: 
ledge tends to the Reconciliation of 
Men, and to make them live together 
like Chriſtians, in Love and good Will. 
And for this I will quote you the Say- 
ing of the Apoſtle, 75 
therefore as many as be perfect, be thus 
minded; and if in any thing ye be ot her- 
wiſe minded, God A reveal even this 
wnto | 
il Ses, all with that Saying 
of a great Schoolman, who - ſpake indit- 
ferently of - rhe State of the Reformed 
and Romifh Church. © For Men to dif- 
e fer about Matters of particular Perſua- 
« ſion and Opinion, it is not inconſiſt- 
ent with that imperfect State which 
«.we are in, while in the way to Hea- 
“ven; when we come thither, we ſhall 
<« be conſummated, and more — har- 

> "OM monize 


bil. 3. 15. Let us | 
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4 montze: But to differ in 
e not repugnant to Peace in the way 
« though the Difference ſhall be taken? 
« zway when we come Homm. 
Now if it be otherwiſe: with any Man 
that owns the Reformed Religion; I 
muſt tell you that. though he may pro: 
feſs he is of the Reformed Religion, he 
is Popiſh in the Proteſtant Profeſſion, 
For theſe are Matters wherein they of 
the Proteſtant Religion do agree: And 
if any Man queſtion any of thoſe, he is 


ſo far Popiſh in the Proteſtant Profeſ- 


fon. . 
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